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complex experience growing out of social 
relations and ideals. 

Coe's treatment of genetic psychology, 
while brief, is very helpful, and his sketch 
of the normal religious development 
should be an ideal for every minister. 

Of course, the discussion of the insti- 
tutions of religion, particularly of the 
Sunday school, represents the point of 
view of 1904. Much progress has been 
made since then, to which Professor 
Coe has in no small measure contributed. 
The graded curriculum has established 
itself. However, the problem of mate- 
rials for the various stages of develop- 
ment is more acute than ever. The 
demand for the unification of the edu- 
cational forces of the church has been 
heeded in many quarters, but the sit- 
uation is still practically what is here 
so justly criticized. The vital question 
of religious and moral education in 
Christian academies and colleges, and in 
state schools, has been greatly to the 
fore in the last decade. Perhaps some 
progress has been made, but the elements 



of the problem are still as here stated and 
merit earnest continued consideration. 

QUESTIONS FOE DISCUSSION 

1. Is the minister of today willing to 
accept the educational ideal with all that it 
involves ? 

2. How can the minister become the edu- 
cational leader of his church and still retain 
the initiative of the laymen ? 

3. Can the moral aim be kept paramount 
in all education ? 

4. In what sense can evangelism be made 
truly educational ? 

5. Can there be an education in "spiritu- 
ality" ? 

6. Is religion an instinct? If not, how 
does it arise in human experience ? 

SOME FURTHER WORKS 

Nicholas Murray Butler, The Meaning of 
Education. 

Nicholas Murray Butler, et at, Principles 
of Religious Education. 

Volumes of the Religious Education Asso- 
ciation. 

George E. Dawson, The Child and His Re- 
ligion. 

Felix Adler, Moral Instruction of Children. 

W. W. Smith, Religious Education. 



SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 

THE ORIGIN AND TEACHING OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS 1 



It is necessary before taking up the class 
work of the present month to get a very 
definite point of view from which to ap- 
proach it. The members of the class are 
more or less familiar with the Gospels. 
They have always been accustomed to 
think of them from the point of view of the 



study of the life of Christ. Their object, 
therefore, led them to find out all that they 
could about the life of Christ from any of 
the gospels; it mattered not what the source 
of the information was, provided the facts 
were there. The purpose of the present 
study is something quite different and has 



'The suggestions relate to the fifth month's work, the student's material for which appears in 
the Biblical World for January and February, and may be obtained in pamphlet reprints for use 
with classes. Address: The American Institute of Sacked Literature, The University of 
Chicago. 
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to do with the reports, first verbal and then 
written, about Jesus which through various 
stages were crystallized into the Gospels as 
we now have them. Each of the separate 
reports must be considered, therefore, to 
have its own characteristics due to the per- 
sonality, the purpose, and the sources of 
information open to the author. To put the 
members of the class into the attitude neces- 
sary to approach the Gospels in this way is 
difficult but not impossible, and the result is 
most illuminating. 

It will easily be seen that the frequent 
reading of a single gospel, especially with 
the help of an outline, is the best possible 
way to get the "feeling" for that gospel 
which will give a true appreciation of it. 
It is recommended, therefore, that mem- 
bers of the class agree with the leader to read 
the particular gospel under consideration, 
if possible, daily — the entire gospel at one 
sitting. If this is too much to ask, then 
let it be read twice or even once during the 
week, but all at one time. If the gospel 
cannot be read thus frequently, then the 
full reading of it should come at the end of 
the two weeks of daily study rather than 
at the beginning, because following out the 
directions for study each day will have 
opened the eyes of the student to many 
things which will help him to get the right 
impression from the full reading. 

At this point it is also desirable, if pos- 
sible, to introduce the use of a harmony of 
the Gospels. The Harmony of the Gospels by 
Stevens and Burton is perhaps the best one 
to secure. The members of the class might, 
if they prefer, cut up testaments, placing 
the Gospel of Mark as the basis, and past- 
ing it into a notebook, leaving the major 
portion of each page blank. The latter 
part of the month when the Gospel of 
Matthew is taken up, the material of Mat- 
thew which is not based on that of Mark 
may be pasted in at the place where it would 
naturally occur. This process would pre- 
sent visually facts which, if only told or 



learned from the direction sheet, would not 
make so strong an impression. 

Here, as always, the purpose is to get 
the members of the class back into the at- 
mosphere of the first century, and any con- 
tribution the leader can make and any task 
which he can assign which will produce this 
result is worthy of consideration. 

Program I 

Leader: Bookmaking in the Roman 
Empire in the first century. The use of 
books and methods of circulation. 

Members: (i) A biographical sketch of 
the author of Mark's Gospel, so far as the 
New Testament supplies direct or inferen- 
tial data. (2) The picture presented by the 
Gospel of Mark of the Man of Convictions 
concerning (a) the formalities of religion 
such as fasting, ceremonial washing, alms- 
giving; (6) social exclusiveness; (c) worthy 
uses of the Sabbath. (3) The picture pre- 
sented by the Gospel of Mark of the Man 
of Power (a) over nature; (b) over bodily 
disease and death; (c) over unsound minds; 
(d) over sin and so-called evil spirits. (4) 
Mark's picture of Jesus on his last journey 
from Galilee to Jerusalem. (5) The author's 
reassurances to those who wait for the return 
of Jesus in power. (6) The story of the death 
of Jesus and his final triumph. 

Subject for discussion: (1) What in the 
Gospel of Mark would most deeply have 
impressed me had I been a Christian living 
in the Roman Empire. (2) What in the 
Gospel of Mark deeply impressed me, a 
Christian in the twentieth century. 

Program II 

Leader: (1) A careful explanation of the 
form and purpose of a harmony of the Gos- 
pels. (2) A rapid survey of the main sec- 
tions of the outline of Matthew's Gospel, 
noting the discourses alternating with illus- 
trative events. (3) A comparison of this 
outline with that of the Gospel of Mark. 

Members: (1) The use which the author 
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of Matthew's Gospel makes of the lineage 
of Jesus, the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment concerning him, and the stories con- 
nected with his birth. (2) The testimony 
to Jesus' messiahship and the extent of 
his mission as presented by the author of 
Matthew in the events of his early ministry. 
(3) The characteristics of a Christian based 
upon Matt., chaps. 5-7. (Consider these 
also in the light of the first century.) (4) 
The character and place of Peter in the esti- 
mation of the writer of Matthew's Gospel. 

(5) Stories from this gospel which typically 
picture the rejection of Jesus by the Jews. 

(6) An outline under not more than ten 
heads of the argument of Matthew for the 
messiahship of Jesus. 

Subject for discussion: Which gospel, 
that of Matthew or that of Mark, is most 
helpful to us today ? (Do not overlook the 
Sermon on the Mount and the principles 
of the kingdom of God presented by 
Matthew nor the compelling force of the 
Man of Power as pictured by Mark.) 



REFERENCE READING 

Burton, A Short Introduction to the Gospels, 
chaps, i, ii, iv; Burkitt, The Gospel History and 
Its Transmission (this book should be read in its 
entirety if possible during this month and the 
next) ; Souter, The Text and Canon of the New 
Testament; Wernle, The Sources of Our Knowl- 
edge of the Life of Jesus; Moffatt, Introduction 
to the Literature of the New Testament, chap, ii; 
Weiss, Manual of Introduction to the New Tes- 
tament, pp. 203-88; Burkitt, The Earliest 
Sources of the Life of Jesus; Scott-Moncreiff, 
St. Mark and the Triple Tradition; Jiilicher, 
Introduction to the New Testament, pp. 292-329; 
Peake, A Critical Introduction to the New Testa- 
ment, pp. 101-24; Bennett, The Life of Christ 
according to St. Mark; Burton and Mathews, 
Constructive Studies in the Life of Christ, pp. 20, 

21. 

Read from Hastings, four-volume and one- 
volume Dictionary of the Bible, and the Diction- 
ary of Christ and the Gospels, articles, The Gos- 
pels, John Mark, Gospel of Mark, Apostle 
Matthew, Gospel of Matthew, Text of the New 
Testament, New Testament, New Testament 
Canon. 



